173. LETTER TO ASHRAM WO MEM
BAKDOII,
Silence %, August 6, 1928
SISTERS,
It seems a settlement has been practically reached, So I
hope to return early. Vallabhbhai wants to keep me here for a
few days. Tomorrow we expect more authentic information about
the settlement.
I have been thinking about the kitchen. I have been con-
sidering how you can be made to take full interest and work
wholeheartedly in it. I feel that for this purpose you must shoulder
the entire burden of the kitchen. You should get what help you
need. But you can take up the responsibility only when you
feel within you enough strength to do so. The noise in the store-
room and the kitchen must definitely cease. If Mirabehn were
there, she would find it difficult to work with so much noise;
even Ghhotelalji would be disturbed. Those who sing the Gita
verses about being steadfast in wisdom must cultivate the habit
of working quietly. While making chapatis or cleaning the rice,
why can we not get fully absorbed in our work and do it silently?
But when you say that time will not pass unless you are talking,
I become helpless. Even then I should say that you need not
make quite so much noise. Why can we not, while working, reflect
on the significance of some verse we may have learnt that day?
Think of all this, and do only what you think best.
Blessings from
BAPU
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